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OH’s underperformance is well known, but changing this picture is paramount to improving our incomes, jobs, 
retaining jobs, AND attracting investment.
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Ohio in purple. In mid ’50s, OH was almost 10% above U.S. average—today, OH is almost 10% below the U.S. 
average.
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OH compared to U.S. and our Great Lake State peers (Rust Belt). Great Lake States all have a manufacturing 
history, settlement history and weather that drives Sunbelt migration. So doing worse than them is particularly 
alarming for Ohio’s future.



Metro OH has lagged in all 4 periods
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Metro OH has lagged in all 4 periods



Nonmetro OH’s performance is not so bad since 1990 compared to the U.S. and GL state averages. Metro OH 
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Nonmetro OH’s performance is not so bad since 1990 compared to the U.S. and GL state averages. Metro OH 
is where OH’s recent problems are concentrated.



The state job growth story is NOT manufacturing in the sense that other places have had to deal with 

Mark Partridge 8

The state job growth story is NOT manufacturing in the sense that other places have had to deal with 
manufacturing problems. Auto sector’s job losses are also relatively small share of overall state jobs.

We perform worse in manufacturing than our peer GL states—and again, they have similar settlement history, 
weather, manufacturing history. Simple explanations are not good.
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This map further illustrates the rural-urban interdependence in terms of our livelihood. We can’t separate rural 
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This map further illustrates the rural-urban interdependence in terms of our livelihood. We can’t separate rural 
from urban Ohio. Also, this overlooks all of the commuting from urban area to urban area and rural area to rural 
area—that further suggests linkages.

Notes

The above map shows commuter flows to any urban area

Definitions:
“High” commuting: More than 30% of the residents living in the census tract commute to any 

urban area for work. 

“Low” commuting: Less than 30% (more than 10%) of the residents living in the census tract 
commute to any urban area for work. 

“Extremely Low” commuting: Less than 10% of the residents living in the census tract commute to 
any urban area for work.



Source of Tax Burden: “Democrats and the AMT.” WSJ, April 14-15, 2007 p. A8 and National Tax Foundation 
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Source of Tax Burden: “Democrats and the AMT.” WSJ, April 14-15, 2007 p. A8 and National Tax Foundation 
website.

VT, ME, NY, RI are higher,

Then OH at 12.4%

Then HI, WI, CT, NE, NJ, MN, CA, AR, MI, KS.
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Lessons

Larry Long of Ohio County Commish Association says that if we were a business with our out-dated practices, 
we would be bankrupt.

I believe the one of the biggest causes is OH’s local governance is fragmented and the ‘bizarre’ local tax 
structure that forces neighboring communities to compete for jobs.
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